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Saturday, June , 2011
11:30am. - 2:00 pm.

at the LGBT Community Center
208West 13" Street (between 7" & 8"
Avenues), New York, NY

(checkat reagption to confirmroom)
Salestable opensat 11:45am.

Little Show entriesclose & 11:45am.
Medingiscdled to order at 12:30.
Subways A, C, E, 1,2,3, 9to 14" Stree;
L to 8" Avenue

Program Announcement

“JuneisBustin’ Out All Over”
presented by Carolyn Ripps

Thisisthe month for our rescheduled
propagation workshop. The warm wedaher is
finally here and aur gesneriads are responding
with lots of new growth. It'sagrea time to
prune, divide, and propagate our plantsin
preparation for summer.

The success of our workshop depends
onyou.Bring in lots of extra disease-freeplant
material for members to share. Bring home new
thingsto try or old friends to replace All
doretions should be labeled with correct names.
If you are not sure of the spedes or hybrid
name, cal it ‘ Columnea species’ or ‘Purple
Streptocarpus hybrid’ so ather members will
have an ideaof what they are getting and how
best to propagate and grow it.

Most gesneriads are very easy to
propagate and youwill get aplant whichis
identicd to the parent. Thisisespedally nice
for those who want a particular hybrid, as
hybrids do nd come true from seed. Carolyn
will demonstrate common propagation
techniques and the more experienced growers at
ead table can help those who have not
propagated gesneriads before or have not had
success

A limited amourt of mix suitable for
gesneriad propagation will be available for
purchase. Plant labels will be provided. Bring
plastic bags to protect your cuttings, seedlings,
rhizomes, or tubers from drying out until you
get home and a pencil to record the correct
name of the material you recave.

The Saturday Observer by Paul Sus

“ Aeschynanthus’ with Bob and Dee Stewart

Bob and Dee Stewart joined us at the May meding to
give avery informative presentation onthe genus
Aeschynarnthus. They also brought along bags of
goodes — cuttings of Aeschynarthus and several other
gesneriads and nan-gesneriads — which were raffled
off to those & the meeting.

Bobtold usthat there ae goproximately 150-200
spedesin southern China, Taiwan, India, Borneo and
New Guinea The name Aeschynarthus was created in
1823and, athough the genus had been previously
cdled Trichasporum, the name Aeschynanthus stuck.
Thiswas an unwsual occurrence, since botanical names
usually defer to the first one used. Aeschynanthus
means “ shame flower” because of the blushing color of
the flowers of some species.

In many ways one can consider Aeschynanthus to be
the Asian counterpart of Columnea. The genusis
comprised o mainly epiphytic plants, with ugright,
spreading and hanging growth habits. Some species
have leaves the size of asmall fingernail, whil e others
grow six to eight fed long. What we like to call
“hanging” plants actually climb up branches— but in
cultivationthey hang. Many spedes can grow up a
mosspale. Those that dangle can latch onto alower
limb of the tree and continue growing. Stiffer ones
acually grow upright and cling to branches. Leaves
occur in whorlsof 2 or 3 —this ssemsto be awhim of
nature. Most Leaves are plain green and thick and
leathery, designed for water conservation; however,
some species have thin leaves. The leaves of some
spedes have red markings. Flower colors are usualy
orange, red, red/orange and pnk. Some spedes have
green flowers—it isunknonvn what creature pollinates
these. Calyxes are green, pink, yellow and red, tubular
or short/tufted, with the flower poking out of the
enclosure. It'snaot difficult to understand haw the
popuar name “li pstick vine” came into being.

continued on fage 2

GloxNews, June 2011
Page 1




Officersand Directors2010-2011
President Paul Susi
VicePresident Carolyn Ripps
Treasurer Al Romano

Corresp. Sea.  BruceBoyd
Reard. Sea. Jane Mattes

Membership  Brigitte Lifschitz
Chair 222 West 83rd Stred # 7C
New York, NY 10023
Historian Bob Jurgens
Diredors Lily Huie, Robert Soret,
Delphine Oravetz
CommitteeChair persons
GSLiaison Carolyn Ripps
Education/Outreat
George Axiotakis
Little Show Michad Riley
Plant Sales Gussie Farrice
Program Carolyn Ripps, Jane
Committee Mattes, George Axiotakis
Propagation Carolyn Ripps
Finance Al Romano
Past President Gary Vellenzer
Raffle Lily Huie

Ways & Means Bob Jurgens
Editor, GloxNews Tsuh Yang Chen
36 Crooke Avenue F7
Brooklyn, NY 11226
e-mail piabinha@yahoa.com

GLOX NEWSisthe official puHicaion of the
Greater New Y ork Gesneriad Society, a chapter
of The Gesneriad Society (formerly AGGS). It
is published monthly, except July and August.
GNY C annual dues are $20 for individuals, $25
for famili es. Platinum memberships are $30 per
person, $35 for famili es and $20 for
senior/couple. Send dues and addresschanges
to the Membership Chair. Article submissons
shoud be posted or e-mail ed to the Editor.
International dues for TGS are separate from the
chapter dues and are $25 for one yea and $70
for threeyeas; family membership is $26 for
oneyea and $73 for threeyeas. Membership
to the Gesneriad Society includes sibscription
to GESNERIADS, the society’ sjournal. Dues
may be mail ed to Bob Clark, Gesneriad Society
Membership Chair, 1122 East Pike Street, PMB
637, Sedtle, WA 98122-3916.

NOTE TO EDITORS
Usage of material from the GLOX NEWS s
permitted with the provision that credit is given
to the publi caion and the original author and
that no editing is done withou permisson from
the original author.

PRINTING SCHEDULE AND DEADLINE
INFORMATION
The dealine for submisgons to the GLOX
NEWS is Saturday two weeks before the
chapter meding. - Eledronic submissons are
encouraged and can be
e-mail ed to piabinha@yahoo.com.

President’s M essage — June 2011

I hope that you enjoyed Bob and Dee Stewart’ stalk on
Aeschynarnthus last month as much as | did. Although some of us
may not be &leto grow most of the spedes and hybrids, we can
certainly try some of the smaller ones, like A. humili s.

Summer isjust afew days away — let’s just hopeit isn’t
anything like last year's! | envy those of us who are lucky
enough to have vegetable gardens — the one thing | missthe most
abou living in ahouse. Hopefully, we can all get outside— our
own gardens, afriend’ s garden, a ommunity garden —to get our
hands dirty and have some funwith vegetables, annuals and
perennials for the next few months.

Wishing all of you agreat summer.

Seeyou at the meding! Paul

Satur day Observer, continued from page 1:

Polli nators are usually sunhirds (the Old World equivalent of
hummingbirds). Unlike hummingbirds, sunkirds don't hover but
perch onrobust stems.

Stamens appear before stigma on each bloom and could be away to
prevent self-pallination. The seed podis dightly twisted and
contains hundeds of hairy seedsthat easily float. All have one hair
at thetip end d the seed. Base end hes various configurations.

Aeschynarnthus prefer alight, well drained mix and like to be potted
inasmall pot. It'sagoodideato grow larger plantsin mosslined
wire baskets, which can drain well. Plants are susceptible to root rot
so afast-draining mix iscritical. Most species do best in bright
light, whil e thase with succulent leaves can dowith more light, and
those with soft leaves, lesslight. All require more light than
Santpaulia. Aeschynanthus spedes are tolerant of temperature
extremes, doing well from the 40sto the 80s F, but with nohard
freezes.

Convention 2011Plant Sale

Just areminder that our chapter will be selling plants at
Convention as afundraiser. We hope that you have already propagated
some nice material for the dhapter to sell. Please be sure that you have
the full name of the plant written legibly on awhite label in each pot.
Plants sould be well rooted and free of disease.

If youwill be dtending Convention and can transport your
own plantsto Philadelphia, bring them to me there nolater than
Wednesday July 6. Cuttings, rhizomes, and tubers shoud be freshly
harvested and in individual bags with corred labels. | will arrange for
pricing and identification d the plants © our chapter gets a portion of
the procedls. If you can't bring plants yourself, bring them to the June
meeting and we will arrange for transportation. Thank you for your
contributions. Carolyn
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Down Sized but Styled Up

by Dave Cummings

(reprinted courtesy of Gesneri-Eds, the newdl etter of the Tennessee Gesneriad Society, May 2011)

After arecent downsizein hausing, | found
myself with very little spacefor plants. The metal
shelves | had previously used were handy when
watering — especially when yousopit al over as|
am prone to. No big dea ona wncrete garage floor
but not agoodthing ona capeted living room floor.
In addition the shelves that weren't that attractive to
begin with, had become even uglier from yeas of
pouring water over them.

| wanted something that would be decent
looking but not very expensive. The solution turned
out to be book cases | foundat Wal-Mart. They were
abou $25and the mlor even matched my couch.
While | was there | bought several 2 tube fixtures,
screw eye hodks and a box of Shodks.

Mounting turned out to be pretty ssimple. |
measured the distance between the mourts on the
lights, drilled holesin the bottom of the shelvesto
match and screwed in apair of eye hodks per shelf.

The Shodks are used to mourt the light
fixturesto the eye hodks. Adjusting the distance
between the lights and the plantsis a matter of adding
or removing S hodks.

| didn't like the white fixtures © | tried a
couge of different colors of spray paint. | finally
settled onthe blue because it matches ome pillows
that are onthe cuch. | got lazy painting the fixtures
andjust set them on some paper and sprayed away. |
quickly redized | had overspray onthe bulbs and it
took alittle work to clean them up. Ok, | paid for
being lazy. | wish | could say | leaned my lesn kut
| doult it.

The plants are kept in bladk plastic trays with
2 layers of eggcrate ait to fit and painted black. |
keep them filled about % full of water for added
humidity. | do haveto be alittle careful watering
around the edges but the excess drains into the
containers and kegps the wooden shelves dry. Every
few months | take the trays out and spray them and
the ayg crate clean. Not too bad for maintenance—
especially for aguy toolazy to take the light bulbs
out before painting the fixtures.

A hde cut in the badc of the bodkcase and
under ead self allowsthe power cordsto exit the
badk without being noticeable. Timers on pover
strips control the operation d the lights.

The dome over one of the traysiswhere |
grow humidity loving plants such as micro-

Snningias. If company is coming, the dome can be
removed and stashed away so everyone ca enjoy the
blooms up close. When | travel | put domes over all
the trays and the plants have done quite well without
being watered for up to a week.

I’ve had this stup for over ayea andit’sworking
pretty well. | wasinitialy concerned about humidity
and the wood hut | haven't noticed any warping or
other damage. | wouldn't call it high end furniture
but it fits right in with the rest of my “some asmbly
required” décor.
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Negria rhabdothamnoides (phaos by Matt Bolli nger)

Negria rhabdahamnoidesis one
of the few spedes of tree
gesneriads— al of which grow in
Pacific idands. Negriaisknown
locdly as the pumpkin tree and it
isendemic -- native only -- to
Lord Howe Island, a subtropicd
Austrdlian territory in the Padfic.
This plant requires cool condtions
and constant watering —drying ou
damages the plant severely or kills
it outright. Matt Bolli nger grows
this plant in his garden in Sydney
He writes:

“1 grow the Negria outside in
Sydney, Australia, where | live, on
anorth fadng hill, that gets plenty
of light andis proteded from the
harsh westerly afternoonsun by
some large trees. This also reduces
the intensity and frequency of
frostsin winter.

| now grow the Negriaina
100liter pat, with 1/3 perlite and
2/3 goodquality potting mix, with
the pot sitting in a saucer
constantly full of water, asit redly
resents drying ou and wilts very
quickly on hd days. When it was
little, I grew it onabright windowv
sill i n my bathroom much like an
AV, bu it quickly outgrew the
space ad had to goout side.

For thefirst few yeas, | had a
cage aound it because the
posaums we havein Australialove
to ea my favorite plants, bu it
outgrew the cage so | haveit on
my dedk where my dog keeps
guard and discourages any hungy
animals.

| feed It regularly with a
mixture of complete fertilizers. It
does most of its growingin the
coder months and flowerson 3
yea or older stemsin spring for a
few months into summer.

The Negria forms a swollen
woody base that produces many

epicormic shoas, some of which grow into branches, athersjust die off asit gets quite mngested. The lower branches

grow in aweeging hebit whil st the central ones grow into leaders; when the lower branches touch the soil or are buried,

they layer and produceroats.

I have managed to succesgully take cuttings, but only from woody old branches and only during the hottest part
of the yea, they are very dow to take and cet established, al | ed and soft wood cuttings have failed. (continued next page)
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Negria, continued The problem with taking cutting is that the plant is very susceptible to a stem rot, that oncethe stemis
damaged cregos down to the lowest main nock or base. Systemic and surfacefungcides don’'t seemto stop a slow the
progresson. | lost the main leader branch to thisrot this yea and it took X4 dof the plant with it.

The Negria produces sed realily when given pdli nation asgstance, as the stamen and stigma on ead flower
ripen afew days apart, which is probably a medanism to prevent self padlli nation, the flowers produce alot of pollen and
arich swed nedar that forms dropletsin the flower suggesting that it is palli nated naturally by asmall li zard (gedo) or
moths and buterflies.”

(for moreinformation and pictures of thisisdand,see http://www.arachnoboards.com/ab/showthread.php?p=1616712)

May Little Show Report by Michad Riley (photosby Lily Huie)

Thank youfor bringing such nice plantsto ou show table onalovely day in Spring. We had severa plants for
show andtell, and several plantsfor judgng. For those of you, nd so famili ar with the judgng process pleasse dorit
take this exercise personally, because it is meant to be instructional and educational. It isaprocesswhereby we compare
aplant against its potential and then competitively against other plants entered in the same dass It is an excdlent way to
lean more aou your plants and what you might do to improve their horticulture and subsequently, your enjoyment of
them.

Each pant entered in this particular Little Show was in a different class so they were only competing against
themselves (their own haticultural potential —in the eyes of the judges). We will be printing ou Little Show Schedule
again, in afuture isaue of GloxNews so that you can become more familiar with it, but it is always avail able & the Little
Show table and is very similar to the flower show schedule used at conventions, with a cndensed sedion for Artistic and
Artsentries. Our judgesfor this meding were Dee Stewart, Paul Susi and Gary Vellenzer.

Carolyn Rippsentered alovely Snningia ‘ Ozark’s Scentimental (sic) Journey (below, left) with avery full
head of flowers and nea perfed foliage which was awarded a Blue Ribbon (although the judges deteded no scent at the
time of judgng). She also entered avery nicdy grown Columnea schiedeana. 1t was not alarge plant that exhibited the
full potentia of this plant, but avery nice mmpad plant in afour inch pa with an admirable anourt of flowersand a
goodexample of how this plant grows under lights or onawindowsill. This plant also was awarded a Blue Ribbon.

Paul Susi entered a Streptocarpus ‘Michad’ (below right) which was beautifully grown, bu somewhat immature a a
“show spedmen”, meaning that the beautiful flowers were primarily from one led (which in Sreptocarpus, isin fad ...
one plant), so that led was certainly mature. A better “show spedmen” might have had more leaves and agroup d
plantsin asingle pat to make abetter exhibit, bu there was certainly nothing wrongwith what Paul brought us and for
hisefforts... he dso won aBlue Ribbon. Bruce Boyd entered a Santpauia which he had grown from aled of an
unknown hybrid. It isaways better to know as much abou the identity of a plant as posshble, but sometimes ... we
dorit, or the label getslost or eaen by the dog? Bruce s plant had anice aown dof leaves and afull head of violet and
white flowers that exhibited excdlent culture. The outer |eaves of the rosette were abit inconsistent in le&-color and
removal would have improved the exhibit, but overall it was a beautiful Santpauia and was awarded a Blue Ribbon.
(continued next page)
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Glox News — Greater New
York Gesneriad Society

36 Crooke Avenue #F7
Brookiyn, NY 112261149

Attention!!!

Meeting Date: June 18

Bulletin Board

Little Show report, continued It was a Blue Ribbon day for the Little Show and we hope that you will join us
with your plantsin June. If you are saving them for TGS conventionin Philadel phia, we will understand, but we
would like to seewhat you are growing.

Attention Board members Our next board meeting will be Board Meding at 10 AM, June 18 (Saturday), at
the ChelseaGall ery Diner, 7th Ave (between 14h and 15h Streets).

Board Elections The following isthe date of candidates nominated for the 2011-2012term for the Board of
Directors of the Greater New York Gesneriad Society: President, Paul Swsi; Vice President, Carolyn Ripps;
Treasurer, Al Romano; Recording Seaetary, Jane Mattes; Historian, Bob Jurgens; Corresponding Secretary,
Bruce Boyd; Membership, Brigitte Lifschitz

Hospitality Many thanks to Eunice Carmichad and Lily Huie for dorations of pastries for our May meding.
Volunteas are requested to bring simil ar goodes for future medings.

Plant Sales Many thanks to the following for doretions to the plant salestablein May: George Axiotakis, Tsuh
Y ang Chen, Brigitte Lifschitz, Michael Riley, Carolyn Ripps, Paul Susi and Zabel Meshjian.

Smithiantha rhizomes The Smithiantha rhizomes that were sold in the April meding (labeled * An’s Pink Dots')
turned out, after sprouting, na to be Smithianthas after al — they seem to be Seamannia pupurascens. Please
change your labels for now until we know for sure which form of S. purpurascensthisis.

FacebookPage Our chapter has now a Facebook page. Please find us at http://www.facebook.conYNYGesneriad

Please remember to bring your donationsfor the salestable (plants, cuttings, tubers, rhizomes, etc. — pest- and
disease-free please!) aswell as nicely grown plants for the Little Show or Show & Tell educational exhibit.

GloxNewsvia email to receive our newsletter via eamail, please writeto Paul Susi at psl17@earthlink.net. This
will save us postage as well as expedite newd etter delivery.
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